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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The largest deposits of copper ore in Asia and the fourth largest 

copper ore mine in the world. Although considerable foreign in-

vestments are fl owing to the country because of the mining of no-

ble metals, one third of the population of Mongolia live below the 

poverty line. (Erdenet, Mongolia)

An illustration of the predatory attitude to nature. (Jelšava, Slovakia)Ninety-nine percent of primeval forests have been destroyed on Haiti. 

The exponential growth in production and consumption within the restricted Earth 

ecosystem is not sustainable in the long term. 

The economic growth started by the Industrial Revolution must either come to an end 

or change.

The Aral Sea in 1989.                             The Aral Sea in 2008.

The area of the fourth largest lake in the world has shrunk to one quarter 

over past 40 years. This is caused by the unrealistic visions of irrigating the 

surrounding deserts which were expected to yield cotton forever. 90% of 

the fl ow rate in the Amu Darya and Syr Darya rivers was channelled into 

the irrigation system. Over the period 1966 – 1993, the water level in the 

lake decreased by 16 meters.

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present with-

out compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

The strategy for sustainable development aims to promote harmony among human 

beings and between humanity and nature.

Principles for sustainable development:

 respect and care for the community of life 

 improve the quality of human life

 conserve the Earth’s vitality and diversity

 keep within the Earth’s carrying capacity

 change personal attitudes and practices

 enable communities to care for their own environments

 provide a national framework for integrating development and conservation

 create a global alliance to promote sustainability

Did you know that…
In the period since World War II, people have consumed more energy and material resources than they did throughout their whole history be-

fore it.

Value orientations are likely to change over long time periods (decades to hundreds of years). A revolution in value orientation is in progress 

inconspicuously, although it is the most revolutionary revolution.

There are several examples of positive changes in values: abolition of slavery (slavery existed in USA 150 years ago, today it is unacceptable 

from the perspective of values); recycling (people started to sort waste voluntarily and for free over several decades); and the right to vote for 

women (it was granted for the fi rst time at the beginning of the 20th century, today it is extremely common). 

Secondary school students from the village of Kalekol which is located near Lake Turkana (former Lake Rudolf ). 

(Kenya, Lake Turkana)

If we want people in the future to have the chance to live their lives with dignity, quality and 

creativity, we must strive for a substantial change in our value orientations and lifestyle. 

What are your values?

World population growth in the years 1950–2100. 

(adapted from Lean, Hinrichsen, 1990)

One of the basic principles of sustainable development is a change in 

personal attitudes and behaviour. (Ecuador, the capital city Quito)

We are not living at the time of the last judgement but at the time of the test of our own free will. At the time of choice between “enjoying ourselves” and 

“living well”.  ~ Lubor Kysučan
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